
This letter outlines the reason for my submission of tonight’s agenda item 14-10730 - Subject: 

Communication from the Alderman of the 15th District calling for a discussion by the 

Committee of the Whole regarding the failure of the City to provide requested information to 

the City Council. 

 

Members of the Racine Common Council: 
 
On October 17th, I made what I thought would be a routine request for information about the 
Machinery Row marketing materials from the City. These materials were generated by 
Vandewalle Associates, a city subcontractor, and paid for by the citizens of Racine. The 
complete email thread between members of City staff and I is attached to this letter and I 
encourage all of you to review it, last message to first. 
 
In summary, the City refuses to provide me with the information that I requested. An email 
from the City Administrator on 10/28 that was intended for the Deputy City Attorney but 
accidentally sent to me clearly indicates that a meeting took place with the purpose of 
generating a “narrative” to provide to me. The City’s position is that they do not have the 
materials and the Deputy City Attorney wrote that “to our knowledge, no City department has 
any other drawing or drawings that even arguably fall within the parameters of your request” 
but the City Administrator did not explain why he contacted Vandewalle about the materials 
that City staff claim they are not aware of (part of the email thread). 
 
Even more troubling is the response from the Deputy City Attorney that speaks of “balancing of 
my privilege to access records as an Alderman of the City of Racine and considerations of the 
Wisconsin Public Records Law, which applies to elected officials to the same extent as it does 
members of the public”. Is the City’s position that there is information obtained or generated 
by the City that I as an elected official am not allowed to see? 
 
I am frustrated by the firewall that has been created between the City Council and the City Staff 
and contractors/subcontractors because it is sometimes impossible for me to provide the 
oversight of the City that the taxpayers depend upon.  
 
I will not support the use of revenue, CIP or grant money for the Machinery Row or Root Works 
projects unless and until the City removes the barriers to obtaining information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Edward E. Diehl 
15th District Alderman 
 
 



10/28 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 9:19 PM 
To: Letteney, Scott 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: FW: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Scott (a.k.a. Speedy): 

Perhaps this was left out of your discussion today but Tom admitted to me in the email below from 10/22 that he 
spoke to Vandewalle on 10/21. I was identified by name and someone from Vandewalle looked at my LinkedIn 
profile on 10/21. Even if I am to believe that the City does not have the materials I asked for in its system, the 
City's failure to facilitate release of the Vandewalle materials to me indicates that: 1. Vandewalle does not have the 
materials in its system either, which is doubtful; or 2. Vandewalle refuses to release the materials to me, which is 
doubtful; or 3. the City refuses to let Vandewalle release the materials to me directly or through the City, which is 
the only possibility. 

I made a simple request for material that had been paid for by the taxpayers. I would have maintained the 
confidentiality of the materials just as I do with discussions held in closed sessions. Never forget that the City, not 
me, chose instead to play a game.  

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 6:26 PM 
To: Letteney, Scott 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Machinery Row Drawings 

Scott - or should I say Speedy: 

The fact is that the taxpayers paid for the Vandewalle drawings - how is it possible that the city does not have 
access to their work? The RCEDC is funded by the City to contract this work to Vandewalle. Are there other 
projects that taxpayers fund that the City does not review? Please do not pretend that my access to information at 
the City can be limited by Wisconsin Public Records Laws - my fall from the turnip truck took place many years ago 
and I have learned much since then. Why would limitations on my access to records be discussed in the first 
paragraph of your response when your defense in paragraph three is that you do not have the documents? 

Is this the approved response that came out of your discussion today? As for "not carefully choosing your words to 
provide some kind of cover", would that statement have been made in your response if Tom had not accidentally 
sent me the email intended for you at 5:16 today in which he stated, "please respond to Eddie the way we 
discussed it"? 



Is the City contracting work out and using that handoff as an excuse to say that the city is not involved or does not 
have access to the materials generated - or decisions made? 

All the best - 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 
 
From: Letteney, Scott 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 5:44 PM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: Machinery Row Drawings 

Ald. Diehl, 

I am aware that you have asked for some drawings with respect to the proposed Machinery Row development. 
Rob and I spent much of this afternoon on this issue. In part, we’ve taken a fresh look to determine exactly what 
records the City has as compared to the records you seek. I trust you’ll respect the fact that, in part, this involves 
the balancing of your privilege to access records as an Alderman of the City of Racine and considerations of the 
Wisconsin Public Records Law, which applies to elected officials to the same extent as it does members of the 
public. 

Based upon our research, I am confident that the only drawing the City possesses is the one titled “Building 
Program – Floor One, Machinery Row, Racine, Wisconsin.” I have been made aware that it is the same drawing 
that can been seen on racinecommunitymedia.tumblr.com. I have never previously looked at that website, but I do 
see it is there. We certainly can provide you a copy of that document. 

However, to our knowledge, no City department has any other drawing or drawings that even arguably fall within 
the parameters of your request. I am not trying to carefully choose my words here to provide some kind of cover – 
the City does not have any other such drawings. To state the obvious, the City cannot provide what it does not 
have. Because the City does not have such records – in terms of the Wisconsin Public Records Law, such drawings 
are not records that “ha[ve] been created or [are] being kept by any” City Public Records custodian – the City 
cannot provide them. 

I am told – but I have not independently confirmed – that RCEDC has other drawings that may have been provided 
by the developer. It is possible that RCEDC might provide such drawing to you if you so request. Inasmuch as these 
are RCEDC’s records, the City has no ability to mandate their release – even for an Alderman. 

This may not be the answer you seek. However, I believe this is the only way we can respond to you. If you have 
further questions, please let me know. 

Scott 



SCOTT R. LETTENEY 
Deputy City Attorney 
City of Racine, Wisconsin 
 
PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE. This electronic transmission may contain work-product or information 
protected under the attorney-client privilege, both of which are protected from disclosure. This message is 
intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee, you 
are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy, or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received 
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by e-mail or telephone at 262-636-9115, and delete or 
destroy all copies of the message. APPLICABILITY OF WISCONSIN PUBLIC RECORDS LAW.The City of Racine is 
subject to the Wisconsin Public Records law. Unless otherwise exempted from the public records law, senders and 
receivers of City of Racine e-mail should presume that e-mail is subject to release upon request, and is subject to 
state records retention requirements.To give anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift. Prefontaine 

From: Friedel, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 5:20 PM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Subject: RE: Last request for Machinery Row materials 

Sorry Eddie, I meant to send the last email to Scott to ask him to respond to you. I have been discussing this issue 
with him and Rob. Your last email to him reminded me to have him respond.  
 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 5:18 PM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Last request for Machinery Row materials 

Yes, that would be great speedy - the way it was discussed with you  

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
608-345-1927 cellular 
 
 
From: Friedel, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 5:16 PM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Subject: RE: Last request for Machinery Row materials 

OK speedy, please respond to Eddie the way we discussed it. 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 5:07 PM 
To: Letteney, Scott 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Dispatch payment 



Thanks for your response Scott - I also appreciate the speed with which you responded. 
 
Eddie 
 
Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
608-345-1927 cellular 
 
 
From: Letteney, Scott 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 4:30 PM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Dispatch payment 

Ald. Diehl, 
 
The budget approved by the Common Council is an authorization to make expenditures; it is not a direction to 
make specific payments. As in all cases, invoices submitted to the City are scrutinized for accuracy and to 
determine if a contracting party has met its obligations under the contract before payment is made. I understand 
that is what happened in this particular case.  
 
I also understand there is an intent to meet with the Committee of the Whole, in closed session, about this 
particular issue. However, with the budget in-process and the press of other business, a time for that meeting has 
not been set. The City has 120 days to respond to a claim so, in that regard, time is not yet critical. 

 
Scott 
 
 
From: Diehl, Edward  
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Weber, Robert; Letteney, Scott 
Subject: Dispatch payment 
 
Good morning: 
 
Can either of you tell me what is going on? I would also like to know who has the authority to suspend payments 
like this - if it is in the budget council voted on doesn't council have to be told if the budget will be modified in this 
way? 
 
Thanks – 
 
Eddie 
 
Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 



From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 9:06 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Cc: Weber, Robert; Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: Last request for Machinery Row materials 

Gentlemen: 

It is now well over a week since I requested those materials and there has been plenty of time for you to provide 
them. Is there any reason why I should not elevate this to the next level of "scrutiny"? 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 

10/24 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas; Sadowski, Matthew 
Cc: Weber, Robert 
Subject: "Update" on Machinery Row materials 

So here we are, an entire week after I began asking about the Machinery Row marketing materials, and I have 
received nothing. Imagine my surprise when I browsed the local blogs this morning and there is a map with a 
Machinery Row building layout stamped "confidential" on Racine Community Media: 

http://racinecommunitymedia.tumblr.com/ 

Is this something the City and Vandewalle created at taxpayer expense? Is this the material I have been asking for? 
If so, how is it that some blogger can get this information but an elected official cannot? 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 

 

 

http://racinecommunitymedia.tumblr.com/


10/23 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 3:43 PM 
To: Friedel, Thomas; Sadowski, Matthew 
Cc: Weber, Robert 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Gentlemen - I just checked my mailbox and no Machinery Row materials. Where are the materials??? 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 
 
From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 8:34 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Tom: 

The materials were not mailed to me - are they in my mailbox? 

Thanks - 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 

10/22 
 
From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 10:40 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

So it is Vandewalle and/or the developers, not the city, providing tours, etc.? Haven't we paid Vandewalle for this 
material, not the developers? If so, shouldn't the city have access in real-tie to their finished products? 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 



15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 
 
From: Friedel, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 10:28 AM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Eddie, 

The city is not presenting anything to tenants. That is the developer’s role in this project. Sometimes we help 
facilitate a meeting or refer people to the developer when we have received calls and questions about the 
development from interested parties. 

Since Vandewalle has the plans in their system we have used them to create floor plans that we could use to 
estimate the value of the building when it is built out. We used that data when we created the T.I.D. So, yes it does 
create a need to go to them for information. Since Matt was out last week and I have been putting in overtime on 
the budget, it is taking a little bit to get the info. 

Tom 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 9:47 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas; Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Tom: 

I do not know why it was necessary to identify me by name to a subcontractor and why would Vandewalle take the 
time to look at my profile? Did they bill the City for the time they spent doing that?  

What is the source for these documents for prospective tenants? Does it require all of this back and forth when the 
City is presenting to prospective tenants and does it take days to produce them?  

Thanks - 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
608-345-1927 cellular 
From: Friedel, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 9:20 AM 
To: Diehl, Edward; Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: RE: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 



Eddie, 

I made a call to Vandewalle yesterday to ask about those documents because I do not have any of the materials 
you are seeking. I did tell them that you had made the request. Obviously someone there was interested in 
learning more about you. I thought that was the purpose of having a LinkedIn account. 

Tom 

 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 8:21 AM 
To: Friedel, Thomas; Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: Amazing coincidence about the Machinery Row materials! 

Gentlemen: 

What an amazing coincidence it is that I asked for the Vandewalle materials from Matt and Brian last Friday and 
then Tom yesterday and NO ONE ELSE and someone from Vandewalle viewed my LinkedIn profile yesterday. 
Should I start to communicate with City contractors and subcontractors directly? 

I want those materials emailed or in my alderman mailbox today. 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 

10/21 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 1:35 PM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: RE: Machinery Row materials 

We are looking at expanding our funding to the RCEDC and the Root River projects but I guess I don't absolutely 
need it today - 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 



From: Friedel, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 1:06 PM 
To: Diehl, Edward 
Subject: RE: Machinery Row materials 

Brian is not directly involved with this project. Matt is and he was on vacation last week. I will follow up with Matt, 
as he is probably wading through emails from last week. 

What is the urgency of your request that you need it today? 

 

From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 12:31 PM 
To: Friedel, Thomas 
Subject: FW: Machinery Row materials 
Importance: High 

Tom - I requested this info from Matt and Brian on Friday morning as well as yesterday and today but haven't had 
a response. Aren't they the people overseeing this project? 

Thanks - 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
608-345-1927 cellular 
 

 
From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 8:01 AM 
To: Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: FW: Machinery Row materials 

Gentlemen - I requested this information last Friday morning and need it sometime today. 

Thanks - 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 



 
 
 
10/17 

 
From: Diehl, Edward 
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2014 11:05 AM 
To: Sadowski, Matthew; OConnell, Brian 
Subject: Machinery Row materials 

Brian and Matt: 

I would like a copy of the Vandewalle materials that have been prepared for prospective tenants (building/floor 
plans, etc.) 

Thanks - 

Eddie 

Edward E. Diehl, Ph.D. 
15th District Alderman, City of Racine 
Member, Board of Health 
Member, Public Safety & Licensing Committee 
Member, Racine Zoo Board 
 
 


